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You will be able to form some idea from the said statis-
tics of the energetic work done by the sanitary authorities
in combating the disease. In the first week there resulted
from a total of 60 cases, 31 deaths, and four weeks later
these numbers had fallen away to 31 cases and only 7
deaths.
I beg to annex, further, a copy of the official municipal
statistics of deaths registered in the last ten days, effec-
tively proving that the sanitary conditions of Palermo,
a town of 350,000 inhabitants, are satisfactory. These
last six days, for instance, there has been a medium
mortality of only 25, of which one half represented children
under six years of age. I am, sir,
Your obedient servant.
P. Weinen,
General Secretary in the Municipality of Palermo
of the Association of the Forestry Movement.
DR. O. W. HOLMES AS A TEACHER OF
ANATOMY.
AsTicou, Me., Sept. 15, 1911.
Mr. Editor: In an article on the late Prof. Thomas
Dwight printed in the Transcript of Sept. 9, there is adistinct intimation that Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes was
an incompetent teacher of anatomy and organizer of an
anatomical department, for it says that Dr. Dwight's
accession " meant the transition from a longish reign of
' incapacity tempered with epigrams,' " and that thedepartment of anatomy soon felt " a firmer hand at the
wheel."
Without wishing to detract in the least from Dr. Dwight'sgreat merits as a teacher and organizer, I think it just totestify that Dr. Holmes was also, and earlier, a learned,
accurate and stimulating teacher of human anatomy;that he was accustomed to illustrate his dry subject with
sparkling wit and humor; that he spared no expense forbooks, plates and prints with which to illustrate his sub-ject; and that he inspired a series of admirable prosectors
and demonstrators to make the best possible dissections
to illustrate from the human body the lesson of each day.From about the first of November to about the first
of March it was Dr. Holmes's chief occupation to givefive lectures a week on human anatomy at the HarvardMedical School, and to direct the work of his paid demon-
strators and his volunteer assistants. During the thirty-
five years that Dr. Holmes was professor of anatomy,
eight competent men served him as demonstrators, among
whom Richard Manning Hodges, David Williams Cheever,Charles Burnham Porter and Henry H. A. Beach laterbecame highly distinguished as surgeons.
It was Dr. Holmes who first in this country succeeded
in providing a large class with opportunities to use the
microscope in the study of anatomy. His was the day
of small things in medical teaching. The one building
of the Harvard Medical School was inadequate for its
uses. The money provided for illustrative purposes was
scanty, and the method of giving instruction was the
lecture method, the worst possible for natural history
subjects, such as all medical subjects are. It was Dr.Holmes, however, that for many years maintained and
supervised the only laboratory in the medical school,
namely, the dissecting room.
The fame of Dr. Holmes as an author has eclipsed his
fame as a teacher of anatomy, but the facts remain thathe was an admirable teacher of this difficult subject whichlies at the foundation of all medical teaching and practice,
and that he did all his work as teacher and director of alaboratory with exactitude and success.
From 1869 to 1882 I had an intimate knowledge of Dr.Holmes's whole relation to the Harvard Medical School,
and from 1856 to 1869 I heard much about it.
Your obedient servant.
Charles W. Eliot.
SOCIETY NOTICE.
Massachusetts Medico-Legal Society.
—
The fall meet-ing will be held in Sprague Hall, Medical Library, Boston, onWednesday, Oct. 4,1911, at 2 o'clock. The following paperswill be read and discussed : 1. " Thymus Death," Prof .Timothy
Leary. Medical Examiner, of Boston. 2. "The Value of the
View," Thomas M. Durell, M.D.. Medical Examiner, of Somer-
ville. 3. "The Restelli Murders," Fred E. Jones, M.D.,Medical Examiner, of Ouincv.
Oliver H. Howe, M.D.,
Recording Secretary.
COHASSET, Sept. 25, 1911.
RECENT DEATHS.
Dr. James Curtis Hepburn, who died on Sept. 21 at EastOrange, N. J., was born at Milton. Pa., on March 13, 1815.He received the degree of A.B. from Princeton in 1832 and that
of M.D. from the medical department of the University ofPennsylvania in 1836. At the time of his death he was the
oldest alumnus of Princeton. He was a pioneer missionary inChina and Japan. His first journey to the Orient followed his
marriage, in 1840, to a daughter of Governor Leete, of Con-
necticut, and he remained at Amoy in China until 1846. On
account of his wife's health he then returned to America, and,having settlet' in New York, he built up a lucrative practicethere. During his residence in New York three of his four
sons died, and in 1859 Dr. and Mrs. Hepburn went to Japan,then opened up by Commodore Perry, and served there underthe direction of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions
until 1892. The doctor assisted in the first translation of theBible into Japanese and issued the first Japanese-Englishdictionary, and Mrs. Hepburn opened the first school for girlsin Japan. On his ninetieth birthday Dr. Hepburn received thedecoration of the Order of the Rising Sun from the Emperor ofJapan, in acknowledgment of his distinguished services in that
country. His wife died in 1906.
Dr. John Scott Mason, of Saco, Me., who died on Sept. 22In Boston, was born on July 13. 1859. He received the degree
of D.M.D. from Harvard in 1880, and since that time hadpracticed his profession in Saco.
Dr. George Titus Howland, who died on Sept. 24 atNorwich, Conn., was born in Tivoli. N. Y. He was a Yalegraduate, but received his medical degree from the College ofPhysicians and Surgeons. New York. He bad practiced inWashington, D. C, and in Hannover, Germany.
Dr. Lewis E. B. Sanborn, who died on Sept. 24 at Machi-
asport, Me., was born there in 1832. He served throughoutthe Civil War as a member of the Hospital Corps of the SecondMaine Volunteers. Subsequently he practiced medicine in NewYork City, and from 1879 to 1908 was deputy health officer ofthat port.
RECORD OF MORTALITY
For the Week ending Saturday, Sept. 9, 1911.
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